
Glimpsing 
Galaxies

Creating the Illusion of a 
broken wall to showcase 

your favorite Galaxy 
Painting.



Step 1: Marking your paper

Choose your favorite Galaxy Painting. Decide if you are going to do a 
horizontal or vertical placement and center it on your paper in a 
matching way. Then VERY LIGHTLY make four small lines to indicate the 
edges of the painting. (Your open area will need to be smaller than this 
area, and you will be erasing these marks later.)

VERY
LIGHT
marks!!!



Step 2: Marking your paper

Mark the shape of your breakout area 
with SIMPLE straight lines. You may angle 
edges  to create a jagged effect but keep 
it basic. (We’ll “distress” it more later.)
Draw close to, but not BEYOND the 
guide lines!!! 

When you are happy with you breakout 
area, erase the guidelines!



Step 3: Creating the 3D effect 

Vanishing
Point

● Mark a Vanishing Point on the edge of your 
paper.

● Use a ruler to make LIGHT orthogonal lines at 
every corner of your breakout area ONLY where 
they would appear within the breakout shape.

● You do NOT need to draw them more than an 
inch or two long.

Complete the 3D effect by deciding a 
general thickness of your wall and 
drawing parallel line segments to create 
the inner edge of the breakout area. Then, 
erase any remaining Orthogonal lines.

Inner and outer
Lines of breakout
Area should be
parallel!



Step 4: “Distressing” your wall

Detail of distressing in progress

Transform the straight edges of your 
breakout area to be less perfect by 
creating a more jagged and rough look to 
the lines. You can start to press harder 
now, to emphasize these broken areas.



Step 5: Cracks and shading

Add Cracks in the wall at some of your 
Corners. The cracks should split and 
get smaller as they move away from 
the Breakout opening.

Use a regular pencil or ebony pencil to add 
shading on the broken edge of the 
breakout area. Vary the values, (lights and 
darks,) so that each section remains 
distinct.

REVERSE THESE TWO STEPS!
After Completing this step, I realized it’s 
better to the shading FIRST and the cracks 
SECOND to avoid unwanted smudging!



Step 6 (OPTIONAL): Brick Wall effect

Use a ruler to make 
horizontal line segments. 
They do NOT need to fill 
the whole paper. You can 
just make small pieces to 
suggest a brick effect.

Next, add vertical lines that 
alternate from row to row to 
suggest brick shapes. Again, 
“here and there” is good: you 
don’t need to make these 
super consistent!

Finally, go in and darken 
some of the seams and 
corners of the bricks to give 
them more definition and 
emphasis. This will help them 
look real and “pop”!



Step 7: Cutting the opening

Pierce the CENTER of your breakout area, then carefully cut to the edge of the breakout 
area, following around the shape of your drawn opening to remove the paper.



Step 8: Attaching your painting

(Back of piece)

This will take some trial and error: You’ll need to 
decide what the best “view” of your painting is 
through the opening, then use masking tape to 
hold your painting in place. Start with one small 
piece and add more strips once you’re sure the 
placement is what you want.  

FYI: The painting does not have to be taped 
straight on the back, as long as from the front, 
you glimpse your desired view!




