
OP Art or 
Optical Illusion 

Art



You will make 
an Optical 
Illusion 
Swirl and 3-D 
Sphere Design



Swirl Illusion 
with floating 

spheres
Directions:

• Draw 3 or more circles first using something with a 
circle bottom to help with shape when drawing.

• Draw a small dot where all your lines will meet on 
your paper.

• Then draw 5  full lines from one side of your paper 
to the other…use a ruler or a magazine with a 
straight edge.

• Now draw in the “u’s” in one pie piece

• Then draw in the “n’s” in the next pie piece

• Continue this until all of your pie pieces are full of 
the pattern

• Now fill in using 2 different colors alternating the 
pattern between each pie slice



STEP 1:
Draw 3 or more circles 

first using different 
items from home with 

a circle bottom.

This will help with the 
shape when drawing.



STEP 2:  Draw a 
small dot where all 
your lines will 
meet on your 
paper to create 
the swirl pattern.
This should be 
near the center of 
your paper, but it 
doesn’t need to be 
exactly in the 
center.



STEP 3: Now draw 5 full 
lines from one side of 
your paper to the 
other…if you don’t have 
a ruler, use a magazine 
or cardboard as a 
straight edge. Count 
and make sure you 
have 10 sections.

Notice how all 
the lines go 
through the 
dot you made 
in step 2
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STEP 4: Draw in “n” shapes in one section with 
your pencil.  I have drawn 3 and a partial “n” shape.



STEP 5:  Now draw the “u” shapes in the section next to the “n” 
shapes you did in STEP 4

Notice the “u” shape connects to the “n” shape directly next to 
it.  This is very important that they all connect.



STEP 6:  Now continue to alternate “n” and “u” 
shapes until you fill all the sections in your paper.



This is how it 
should look:



STEP 7:  Now we will make 
the circles into spheres

• Draw on each circle a dot at the 
north pole, south pole and either 
side of where the equator would 
be

• This is where you lines will start 
and end for every line we are 
about to draw.  See the next slide 
for how to do this.



STEP 7:  Draw the lines on the circles to make them spheres.  
Start from the north pole dot and draw a slightly curved line to the 
south pole dot.  Now do this on the other side of the circle (pic 2).
You will draw a total of 3 lines on each side of the circle curved a 
little more each time (see pic 5)
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STEP 8:  Now do the same thing from each equator dot.  
Draw 3 on the top half and 3 on the bottom half of the circles.
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Now complete all of your spheres with the 
curved lines from STEP 7 and STEP 8

This is where we STOP for 
today…please do not continue 
on.  I know you want to, but I 
will explain how to do the rest 
with using value to really make 
it an optical illusion!

Can’t wait to continue 
tomorrow!

Amsler, Ursina
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STEP 9: Fill in the Spheres:
• Supplies that will work best for this are colored pencils, crayons  or your graphite pencil.

• The pattern to fill it in is like a checkerboard.  You fill in every other one.  

• The easiest way to do this, is to mark the sections you want to fill in with a dot (pic 1).  That way 
you can check yourself before you fill them in.  

• Then go space by space (pic 2 and pic 3) and fill them in. 
• Finally, do this for all of your spheres. In the end,  it will look like pic 4.   You can change colors for 

each one, you can use 2 different colors for each one if you like, or you can keep them all the same 
color…if that is all that is available to you.     
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STEP 10:  Fill in the Swirl using value
• Value is the lights and darks of a color.    

To fill in the swirl values, I used 3 colored pencils that were a value scale of red.  You can use one 
colored pencil and press hard for the darkest value regular pressure on the paper for the middle 
value and lighter press for the lightest value.  An example of where to put each value is below.

I used the 
darkest pencil 
in the darkest 
spot. 

I used the 
middle 
value pencil 
next.

I used the 
lightest 
pencil next. 

Then I covered  the 
middle as light as I 
possibly could.  This 
is where the 
reflection would 
be.



STEP 10:  Filling the Swirl
• You fill every other section like a checkerboard…just like the 

spheres, except this time you use value to show depth or 
dimension.  You can change colors or use 2 different colors.

• See next slide for examples.

• Here is what it will look like if you keep repeating Step 10.

Don’t forget to erase your pencil 
lines when you are finished with 
the value…it makes a difference



Other examples of 
the swirl and 
changing the 
colors

Once done, you are now 
finished!  Don’t forget 
submit your project on 
Canvas!


